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. CuApTER 1

THE ORIGIN OF THE THIRD ORDER

necessary ‘to comprehend ' the -age that produced it
The last half of the twelfth and the early part of the
tteenth century was a time of great spiritual dissatisfac-
n among the laity. They resented, quite rightly, the ig-
rance and corruption of the clergy as well as the almost
mplete -lack of preachmg that’ marked the age.. The

N he faithful were looking for leadershrp and inspiration and
' Bhey looked, for the most part, in-vain. . “Souls were hun-.
ting for the word of God,” says Father Mandonnet, O.P., .
"but there was n10-one to speak it to them.”? Saint Bernard’s
Lty pierced the whole of Europe, “Give me at least 4 few
earned and exemplary shepherds.”  The cry echoed for the
ost part in vain, just as the solemn watnings of Councrl»
piter Council had fallen on deaf ears. Money, luxury, sitm-.
y and immorality had too. great a hold on the shepherds..
Lheir 1gnorance Prevented them from preachxng, but thejr '

218, Dr)mzmc and Ht.r Work by Pieite Mandonnet o. P., p 124 :
| 5t. Louls, B. Herder Book” Co 1944,) y T

>

o) kundersvt/and’ the. Thrrd Otder of St. Dominic it’is " o

buses were widespread and obvious. Gteat numbers of .-



. _ed outside the Church’ and ‘ended inside: -
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own mode of hfe was an even greater obstacle Therr firsk
sermon would have ‘been their own public condemnatron
It was no wonder then that laymen and laywomen tookl

o upon thernselves the task of preaching. ~The Waldenses

- for example started . within . the bosom. of the Church
preaching the Wo‘rd of God only to end in heresy The]
" Humiliati (the humbled ones), as we shall see later,’ startd
‘Great numbers
. too, embraced the teaching of the Cathari, especrally thos

people in southern France and northern Italy who were g

" stir the apostohc zeal of Domihic de Guzman.

- At any rate, laymen and laywomen in great’ numbers werg

- trying to remedy the ills of the Church and to testore Chris
. to society and society to Christ.  Some were orthodox; oth
Cers: decrdedly otherwise. Be this as it may, many: group
were thus formed and Christendom was soon, honeycombed

- with little réligious associations sworn to the observance. of
the counsels and .determined to reform the Church wi :

(and frequently without) hierarchical approval. This teng

S dency to organize was perfectly in accord with the splrrt of
the’ ‘Middle Ages. It might even be dubbed one of th
age’s chief characteristics. This trend toward collectrvrs st

“. was true not only in matters, religious but in pohtlcal

economic, social and secular life as well. ~If ‘the probl it
of the day was an economic one, they formed 2 guild ‘or 2
_ association of craftsmen. If it was an educational proble )
- they estabhshed a university. In this case’it was 2 religiou;
‘problem so they naturally formed a religious associatiof]
figuratively rolled up their sleeves and said, "Let $ get t
’ work on the problem to getber : A

E ‘s}ifizz}az’:P:o‘werboz);eh ot

THE HUMILIATI L

One such group, as we have mentloned above was the e
so-called Humiliati, .- lay movement that otiginated in

northeri ‘Ttaly between 1160-1170. They seem to have -
orlgmated dutside ‘and beyond ecclesiastical authority and -

for a’time incurred excommunication ' under Lucius IIL "

However, ‘the great Pontiff of the Middle Ages; Innocent

111, mcorporated the Humiliati into the organism of the.“
 teaching Church and in 1201 they were reconciled. The '

Pope called them a Tertius Ordo, a Third Order." Later’

from this Third Order the Pope developed a First Order,
b priests who hved the canonical form of life, and 4 Second PRI

Order cornposed of men and women who took upon them-
selves the. monastic form of life. .As the historian, the Rev.
J. B. Walker, O.P., notes: * . . . the srgmﬁcance and im-

| portance of all this is not that the third ‘was first.and the

first last, but that the religious institutes whrch S0 pro- .
foundly affected: the life and development of the Ages of
Faith owe their origin to a Jay movement—an earnest,’

widespread, organized effort on the patt of laymen to ‘attain - i

to the fulness of Christian life, . . "2 ;
Saint. Dommrc his Order and hrs ideal Were answers to
the problems of the time.

jzer. As Father Mandonnet once remarked to. Hrs Excel :

2The Dommzmn Bulletm, J’ B Walket, O P (December 1942 ) e

It was no mere whim that in-, ~
‘spu:ed Dominic de Guzman to insist on an apostolate of .
dogtrine, heralded by the motto Veritas, Truth, and joined
_to'the ideal of reviving preaching in the Church of Chiist.
“'These were the obvious needs of the day. Asa child of his
¥ 2g¢, St. Dominic was also an organizer and a great. organ-
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: ougln in a grOup of laymen establlshed by St Dommrcs S
 friend) Bishop Foulques, and called “The Militia of ‘Jesus

S /‘orgarnzer that as ever trod thrs earth after the Lord Jesus:
,.“]Chrlst 58 A nat1 of St. Dormmcs life reveals an’
i 7{,.amazmg traveller and a prodrgrous worker and’ oroanlze 5
: V“Wherever he went groups sprang up, friats, nuns, “ayf
o "'It' séems that he would touch them with the: ﬁnger of 'h
‘" zeal, confide them to the Prov1dence of God, appoint
lleader necessarrly unexperrenced and ‘be off seeking- new
- fields " to. conquer new groups to organize. Strange
enough his sons and daughters, inspired by their ‘only too
i Brief: contact wrth their father. and founder ﬁounshed and
o produced fruits of sanctity and apostol1c1ty worthy of the'
" leader. *'The contact was brief but the flame it’ enkmdled
Sl ‘burned long. and brrllrantly ' :

* Church by all lawful ‘means W1th1n their power, even, whete -
necessary, by force of arms.  The exact: date of forrnatlon- :
s unknown., It ‘may. have been before or after the estab- -

~ timates that it might have been just before :Saint Dormmc s
“death in 1221. ' o

, The rules were fra.med by Saint Dormmc Heresy, and

' the violence that often accompanies it, was ravaging the -

Church. . Church goods and property were being despoiled. ..

- Consequently-the members of the Militia were to do all in-

Church against the heretics. They were forb1dden to carry
weapons; unless in the defense of the Faith ot for some
“other good reason, and never without the leave of their su- -
: petiors. Their league was essentially defeﬂ.rzve They
were ‘prepated  to sactifice ‘their fortunes and their yvery
ives in the defense of ‘the. Faith. Women, too, were ad:
mitted. -They were to help by prayer, alms and good works,

e ORIGIN oF THE THIRD ORDER ‘

s The hxstory of the Third Order has not yet been wrrtte
I fackit is rather ‘shrouded: ift uncertainty. “As to ]ust when
B Samt Dominic founded it or how it orlgrnated ‘little
‘known. . ‘There are different theories as to’ the exact origin

o of the Dormmcan Third Order.. The one that has be
" most widely accepted is the one based on Blessed Raymond
‘of Capuas sze ‘of Saint: Catherine of Siena (1347-1480).

.. " 'This book was written approxxmately a century and a half
; after the. foundatlon of the Third- Order but it.is the earli-
' est account We' have. . At is also’ the work of 2 careful and
e painstaking chronicler. |-
' Accordmg to Blessed Raymond the Th1rd Order had 1t

the Ordet, black and white, to signify the hunnhty and the '
innocence that Dormmc expected in his followers, . He. im-
posed on thema certain number of Paters and Aves which
they were to say when they were not able fo assist at the -

 addressed a Bull to the Militiz -approving it and placmg it
under the protection of the Holy See.
Eventually the heresres drsappeared la.w and order was

G 3 St Dommzc zmd Hz.\' Work by Plerre Mandonnet O P Intro
[ ,v_fductxon o S~ ¢ i

iS[z’z'r.iludlr.Po'we}'/a\oyure L e 11

- Christ.” - Saint Dominic was the1r director, The. purpose AR,
. of the Militia, wasto defend the nghts and liberties of the "

ishment of the First Order (1216). -Blessed Rayrnond in-.

their power . to defend the goods. and the nghts of the -,

The garments of the members wete to be the colors off : o

Divine Office. - Pope Gregory IX in November 22, 1227,
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, -ijrestored and ‘the M111t1a naturally dropped its rmhtary as-
1 “pect and took on the character of a spiritual rather than an.
o earthly ﬁghtmg force.. The old-spiritual ptacuces were re--
- tained; perhaps mtens1ﬁed The hew name they. took was
" “The Brethren and Sisters of Penance of-Saint Dominic.”
7 The use of the word “Penance” in their title' was perfectly
" in-accord with the lay spirit of - the age. .'The word was
. used not so. much in the techmnical sense of satlsfactlon for
. sin but i the " sense of - signifying an “aversion from evil
" and a total convetsion to God, in other words, a’complete

~ change of heart.. It was in this sense that practically all of
‘the lay associations of the day understood and embraced
" penance, the heretical ones as well as the orthodox. - They
 intended a reaction against the. forces of evil in the world’
= and'a total turning toward God in their individual and col-
¢ lective lives.  Their rules presctibed huxmhty, obedience,
* poverty, fasts and attendance at the canonical hours during
Whlch time they rec1ted their stated number of Pater.r and

‘Rules.

.\ 'MUNIO DE ZAMORA

. The present Rule of the Third Order of Saint Dommxc
‘was drawn up and’ promulgated by Father Munio de Za-
. mora, the ‘seventh Master General of the Order, in 1285.
- ‘What he did was to commit to writing the Rule given
- through word ‘of mouth by St. Dominic, making:some ‘mod-

* ifications demanded by the altered: circumstances of the day.

., ‘This was no careless )ob but a mastetly work that remained
" “in use all the way up to April 23, 1923, when at the behest

o of Pope Pius XI it was modified to meet the needs of the
present txme In modlfymg the: Rule in 1923 great care

. Spiritual Powerhouse

was taken to have the older text preserved in its entirety &
except in cases where, as Father Louis Theissling no'ted
“greater clearness or the changed conditions of our’ t1rnes R
or the new laws of the Church demand otherwise.” e :
* Even-a supetficial compatison ©f ‘the Rule formulated by
Munio de Zamora and the rule of the earlier Militia shows
a striking - smularxty, indicating that the seventh Master
General was most careful to presetve the spirit-and purpose’
*This is noticeably true in a

of his sainted predecessor. :
Munio de Za-

comparison of 'their penitential aspects.
mora’s version was approved June 26, 1404, by Pope Inno-
cent VII and again on May 14, 1439 by Pope Eugene IV.
The Papal respect for the Dominican Third Order Rule was -
brought out very definitely by Pope Nicholas V' in 1452, -
when he recommended it as the ‘model for all Third- Order
The 'Carmelites were commanded to follow it in the .
foundmg of their Third Order and Martin V' confitmed =
the Servites Third Orderonly on condition that they adopt Lo
the Dominican Rule word for word :



CHAPTER II

T HE NATURE AND FUNCTION OF THE THIRD ORDER

‘. \-,.
N .

,/'

THIRD ORDER is a umque orgamzatron in th

- Church. It is a part of a Rehgrous Order, share

S the Religious Order’s very spirit, is governed b

*'»the Order and collaborates in:its work. Yet the Third Or

o deris canomcally and eSSentrally a lay orgapization. * It

r-fvmembers do not take public vows nor live the common life

- This. is one" fact that ‘must be ‘temembered’ in seekrng ou

T and studying its nature and purpose. Although its member

“are patt of 2 Religious- Order they. are not rehgrous in'th

" -Canon Law sense of that term.  They ate lay people. “Thei

- “rule s seculat, “the Rule of the Secular Third Order of St

i"*Dommrc It is designed for people “living in the world,’

- ‘toquote from the Rule. One might say that a Tertrary isz
: the world and of the Order. -~

" A Third Order is differént in kind than a Confraterm

ot a Pious Union. Canonically it ranks above them. ~Th

reason for this is apparent. ‘A Confraternity has for ‘it

. purpose” the promotion of some public ‘worship, while

.. Pious Un1on\ exists ‘for the exercise of some specific’'wor

' ‘of prety or charrty A Thrrd Order on. the other- hand

1 * % Secular. prrests can and do belong to the Third . Order The
obviously are in the'clerical state and occupy @ specral and adi
o ferent posrtron from the larty : . g

provrdes for its members P Papally 4ppr011ed way of lzfe"~ He
‘whichenters inevitably not only into their worship or their .
piety or ‘their charity, bitt' into everythmg they do.” A Ter- SRR
tiary is a Tertiary not only on his knees but in evety great’ L
Heisa seeker after perfectron :

and least detail of his life:
in the 'world. All this can be seen’ from a simple examina- - .
tion- of the official definition of the Dominican ‘Third Order -

as found in the ‘beginning of the Rule.

Christ, is an association: of Chrrstrans living in the world
who, sharing in the rehgrous and apostolic life of the Order -
of Friars Preachers according to their own Rule approved :
by the Holy See, strive to attain to Christian perfectron un-

det the government of this same Order.”?

. THE. THIRD ORDER AND THE FIRST ORDER
One of ‘the modern’ Popes said that if one wants to: find

‘the sprrrt of an Order one should look to its founder. Per-
‘haps one. might just as truly say that if one wants to" ﬁnd the S

spitit of a Third Order one should look to the spirit of the -
First ‘Ordef. A Thrrd ‘Order member . should reflect, in .
somie measure, the spzrrt of the First Order, and, of course, -
the spirit of the founder.

should: choose a “Third Order accordrng to #is nature and his
nature and not because one ‘of his friends happens to be-
long, ot for some purely arbitrary reason.

* The fact that this is not always done no doubt hmders o

the eﬁ‘ectWeness of the Thrrd Order in our- modern day

1The Rule of the Braz‘berx zzmi Sz:ter: af the Secular T/Jml Or-
der of Sl Dammzc No 1 o i :

“The Third: Orderf o o
of Penance of 'St."Dominic; also called the Militia of Jesus

“This fact is of tremendous nn-‘ I
_portance in the. mdrvrdual’s chorce of a Third Ordet.  He '
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E »iA Francrscan Tertrary should have a specxal Iove of ~char1ty
- and poverty, both so characterlstlc of St. Francis and his
" “followers: A Benedictine Oblate might well be decided
i -"hturgrcally ‘minded 2s his Ordér has béen tradmonally )

cetned with the praise of God. A Dominican Tettia
; should seek truth (the motto of his Order) not truth for its
. own sake but truth as St. Dominic sought it in the service
' “of souls.  This is quite plain from a study of the ‘history
7 6f the Order. St. Dominic’s great conttibution to the needs
o 0 " of his day was a group of outstanding mendicant preachers
0 who wete thoroughly apostolic. - As ‘Father Mandonnet,

S OP,; points -out ‘no other institution of the Mrddle

S _Ages expressed: its apostolrc aim so explicitly.”2

. However, these are .general: characteristics of mchvrdual
Orders that apply in all times and in all places. To make,

" tmore specific programs one should also. know the. back-
* ground of the times in which one lives and most parncular-
ly the condition of ,the Church in our ‘present day.- “The
modern Dominican Tertiaty is 2'child of this age and must
work out his. Tertiary vocation in the age in which: God has
4 -placed him.  Just as we examined the ba.ckground of - St.
- Dominic’s time to see how and where the Third Order
fitted into life in the Middle Ages, so also is it necessary | to

" know the times agamst Wthh the miodern Tertrary s life is
LT set i Tl

the call of the hierarchy, and give them vigorous assistance,

morals.”’3 "
The 1a1ty s t6le in the Church therefore has been most

Christ. “At first the Church hiad her Apostles, all of them

hostile' pagan wotld. After five centuries. came the con-
emplatives and ‘the monks. Much later came the- active

)

aity is being orgamzed The Chutch from the time of
Pius IX up to our present Pontiff has been gradually com-

rchy, conspiring with the hierarchy to brmg the 'secularized
world back to Christ. -As such, i.e., asan ‘organized body,
tis somethmg new. Indeed, after carefully deﬁmng the

WHAT Is HAPPENING IN THE CHURCH TODAY?

’, . Bvef since the middle of the last century the active func-
i ‘tion of the laity i in. the Church has been undergomg an nn-

"3 25z, Dominic and His Worla, by Pierte Mandonnpt, OP. Page -
Y ; I IS EERE : 3L~aetw Sqne Numzu.r, AAS, XXI (1929), 668.

mense: development Only a glance at the wrrtmgs of the-
recent Popes is needed to confirm this fact. There is, for '
i example the famous text from Laetus Sane Nuntins: “Tt". "
s, therefore, absolutely ;necessary that in this our age all o

' should be apostles; it is absolutely necessary that the laity
should not sit idly by, but that’ they should stand ready 0. . -

carefully ‘defined and. elaborated by the Holy See. ‘This is [
not the result-of chance or accident but is perhaps nothmg .
else than the normal development of the Mystical Body of
BlShOPS tremendously conscious of their task to conquer a

eligious orders and the completely new and unheard of
mendicant Friars of Dominic and Francis. . Now today the

ng to see the laity as an’ organized body under the hier-

lace of the laity in this new settmg, Pope Pius XI stated - |
hat tliis is "the begmmng of a new era in the history of -

sz'rifual‘“ Power/yozz.re T N A

1

in such wise that by their prayers, their self-devotion, and - o N
their active collaboratlon they may. powerfully contribute to. . -
the growth of Cathohc faith’ and the Chrrstran reforrn of ’
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E The drstmctlon between the prrest and the larty isa sha
, The’ prrest works drrectly in the sprrrtual order"
'H1s work ‘is eSSentrally to- bring - God to man. and man
to, God The laity, on the other hand, is seen by. the Holy
. See as the instrument of the- h1erarchy mediating between
s the spiritual and’ ‘temporal. orders As Father: John Co it

- ney Murray, S] has written, the Catholic lalty today
" exercise “its: medlatron in that borderland of the: sprrrtua
cand temporal wherein thelife of the Church makes vita
contact with the terrestrial life of man, to effect its human

e ‘_‘Order members in pasticular, can and do take on many of
. the helps and’ props of teligious life, such as the recitatior
" of Office, private vows, a period of postulancy and novitiat
“ - and a rule of life, they should not try to be * little pnests
"Pope Prus XTI 1nd1cated quite exphcrty, and on ‘many occa
;. sions, “that they ‘had a rehgrous and sprrrtual wotk: tod
but in the social order. They are to inform social institu.
" tions: with Christian principles, a task that is so- enormou
+ " that' it almost staggers and baffles ‘the 1ma.gmat10n - Th

~ great Pius XI saw that “given the changes. in our times

" (a phrase that he used consistently) man is not: only i
* . danger of losing his soul in bell but is very dearly in per
of losmg his: humamty on earth.’ It was the. task. of pr

4 Quoted in Iﬂtrodumorz o Catbolzc Action, by Wﬂham Ferre
SM:. "N.C.W.C; Washmgton, D. C. Page8. -
L5 Toward a Theology for-the Layman, by John Courtney Murra
+8.). - Thevlogical Staudies, Vol V.; No. 1, Match, 1944.~ “This
;.. .an article that deserves a_most careful reading. - The last part
i .. gives one of the lmest analyses of the status of the lazty we-have!
ST ever seen . o v } B

" jzation.”’s -In other ‘words, while lay people and Thirc program: .

S pzrztzml Pawer/a ome

entmg this 'latter that he entrusted to the layman a.nd the"." =
aywoman: of our present day.

The specxﬁc ‘form for the orgamzatron of the larty hasli}

een called by the Holy See, “Cathiolic ‘Action,” which takes . -
many ‘and various forms.: Of it Pope Pius XL made the :
mazing statement that he considered it “‘almost as indis-
ensable at the present time as: the priestly ministry itself;
nd in"it all must codperate, even if they doso only to a
mall extent 6 The present great Pontiff, who worked for
o thany. years under Pins X1 as Cardinal Secretary of State, -
has frequently: stated the place of Catholic Actron in hrs ,

“In: thlS crrtrcal hour We fix our gaze on Cath-' ,
olic Action and strengthen our souls with the confident .
hope of finding in it . . . devoted, and “ardent collab-
orators in the great enterprxse which above all others '

jﬁlls our heart, for the supreme mterest of souls and
of the natrons ‘the retiirn of Chtist- to ‘the conscrences S

(of men}, to the domestic hedrth, to public moals; to - 8
the_relations between socral classes to c1v1l socrety, t0°
mternatronal relattons S -

WHERE DOES THE THIRD ORDER Fit IN?

We have spent a great deal of space on this problem be-.’ o
cause it is essential that a Third Order member understand
- these thmgs and understand them well. And this for many
E reasons, among them the fact that Popes Master Generals

8 Speech 16 the parrshroners of S, Mana in Traspontma of Rome -
December 4, 1924. : o
7 Pope Pius XII.in 2 speech to Cathohc Action: Youth Andate
in mezz0’ al mondo (AAS XXXII, 1940 p.-366) o
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o very matter; . Therefore wé can conclude that

: ‘The T/yzrd Order must coopemte wztb tbe new, or:
i gmzzzed laity, ,aml not ignore i, 'This is the explicit com
- mand of .the Holy See: that has many times been. rerterat ¢
by the Master General of the Dormmcan Order.” " -

, “The Holy See Was never so anxious as in the pres-

- ent hour to develop in all her children, that is, in those
- who are baptized and confirmed in the Faith, a more
enlightened conscience regardmg their duties to Holy
SO .- Chutch; 50 as to spur them to C atholic  Action and to
S A remind them of their duty to practice fraternal charity, -
- ' Cin obedrence to the hierarchy and in submission to

- both. 1ts decisions and its discipline.
v then when Tertlarres especrally should perfectly fulfill:
this duty under the direction. of the Ozder and in ac
cordance with its spirit; in all places where they are-

. -grouped, they should make use of ‘such connections as-
- nature and circumstances offer to show themselves ‘true’
“lights of the world,” exemplars, helpers of the Lord;’
“inca. word———Apostles 8

L the General Chapter where it is stated:

SO “Weadvise secular Tertrarles who have been placed
: . -under’the gurdance of our Order and the immediate-
direction ard correction of the Master General (Rule
-of the Thrrd Order———n 49) that they w1th ardent

8 Encyclrcal Letter of the Master General to the Thrrd Order
St Domrmc, March 7, 1933 Page 15. ‘ .

oo b",and Provmcrals have spoken Plalnly and con srstently on thl‘

This is the hour;

The same very clear. directions are given'in ‘the Acts o

- Spiritual Powerhouse -

and: génerous: spirit ' devote their whole lives to the"
‘works of the apostolate (n. 40). Whenever occasion ‘
~comes up and with due permission, let them help the -~
pastors -and - other “priests in the works of Catholic .
Action, which our Holy Father St. Dominic saw and
anticipated, namely by calling Tertiaries to cobperate -
in the apostolate  of the priests (cfr. Words of the
Holy Father Pius XI to Dominican Tertiaries, May 6,
1934, reported in.the ‘Analecta; Vol. XXI, p. 362).
Let the moderators of the Third Order: prudently strive
. to cobrdinate the apostolate of the Tertiaries with -
'Cathohc Action.”®

Fmally, the Dormmcan Provmce of St ]oseph in the’
Chapter Meeting held Nov. 10, 1943, said: “Let parish-
priests see to it that Tertiaries in our parrshes cooperate in
the works of Catholic Action.”10 . .

The szm’ Order .r/:ozdd train :p:rztzzzzlly the leaden
of Catbolzc Amon Pope Pius XI insisted time and trme‘ )
gam on'the necessity of spmtual formation for Tay apos-
tles, Cathohc Action therefore does not consist only in -
the pursuit of one’s own Christian petfection—though this
s ﬁm‘ and foremost.”1" The Third Orders are géared to do

this very training. Here is the demand; the Third -Qrders .

have the supply. 'This does not mean that every ‘Third
Order member is going to become an official member of

9 Acta Capituli Generalis Diffinitoram.. No. 79. .

10 Acta -Capituli Prowrz:mlzr Prozzmcme Sancii ]o:e[zb Nov. 10,
1943, - Page 11. -

11 Letter to Cardmal Bertram, Archbrshop of ‘Breslau; November
13, 1928. i
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Catholic Action, but the ‘leaders of Catholic Action mig!
" well look to the Third Orders for their spiitual formatios
Mutual’ codrdination and’ codperation between both grou
is what the Holy See has conisistently demanded. -
e In administering this spiritrial formation the Thi
. “Order should take into account the social zlz:péct of the l
" apostolate.  This was a cardinal point with Pius XL
. said that “the petsonal apostolate cannot any longer suffi
if, indeed, it ever did suffice.”** The individual apostola
s still valid and even pecessary. But it is no longer su
" ficient due to the “social transformation” and the influen
that social institutions today. exert on individuals. Th
* " Catholic laity today must-be equipped not only with
* ‘weaporis of the individual apostolate. such as prayer, sa
fice and good example, but also with weapons of the soc
apostolate such as intelligent planning, solidarity and org
 ganization. Their. problem (and in training them the
“Third Otder should never fotget this) is “to alter a soc
: _‘ reality, our paganized order of civilization, which is 2 co
" plex of institutions that will not yield to individual pr
sures.”8  This is a fact that our Third Order must: tz
into .account in preparing Catholic Actionists.

All people, and most particularly Tertiaries, must co
“-to recognize that we are living in a world where “the
‘ligious sense is being almost- extinguished, and moral
" tegrity and tectitude. are being day by day more miserably
“undermined.”1¢ At the same time there should be grez

L "12,'Discour;se to Belgian Catholic ‘Action Students in’ Septem
71933 R L ,
13 Toward a Theology for the Layman. Page 72
.. 1 Laetus Sane Nuntius, AAS, XX1 (1929), 668: "7
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reason for rejoicing on'the”‘pzirti::of:Domiqi&ah' Tertiaries’

~who have been equipped to play such an important part'in. . -

meeting the crisis of -our day. For that is precisely. what
we are facig. “‘Thei crisis,” said Pope Piﬁs X1, ‘,‘“we ate
experiencing is unique in history. ‘It ‘is ‘4 world ‘which
must burst “out ‘of a crucible in which so many different -
energies are boiling. - Let us thank God that He makes us
live-among the present problems. It is no longer permitted -
to-anyone to be mediocre.”5 . : RN

15 Pope Pius XI to thc‘Cérdipng Archbishop‘of' Paris shortly be: ! ‘:;j‘

fore: the Pontiff’s death.
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quahﬁcatrons covering such thlngs as age and state in hfe,l

be termed specrﬁcally Dominican quahﬁcatrons——zeal for
‘truth, an- apostohc sense and a devoted loyalty to the -
Church and the Pope. :

GENERAL QUALIFICATIONS

 Age. Members of ecither sex may be admitted to the
Dorninican ‘Third - Order provrded they have completed
their eighteenth year. This is one of the highest’ (1f not
the highest) age limits set by any of the Third Otdeérs.. The
Franciscans, for example receive ‘at ‘fourteen.  There is-
~only one,, possibility of ‘an exception to the eighteen year
old limit in the Dominican Third Order. For a good rea-
son and, with the permission of the Provincial, one may be’
recerved at the completion of his séventeenth year ‘

- State in life. 'The Third Order candidate may be: either -
married ot single, a-member of the dergy or laity; but not -
a religious. Married members, the Rule provides quite .
wisely, ordmanly should ot be admitted without the con-
sent of the married partner unless there be a good reason
for doing otherwise. - : ' o

-Members of the clergy: can, and very frequently do, join .
the Third Otder. In’ fact the Rule encourages separate

:CHAPTER' 11 o

REQUIREMENTS FOR MEMBERSHIP

{HE TONE of any organrzatmn is set by its standards
In the Church the various Religious Orders; Confra
ternities and Societies have established definite stan
_ dards that they quite rightfully ‘demand be met and ‘main
tained by any and.all prospectxve members.  The standard
e - are set by the nature. and purpose of the partrcular Order.
’,“'. O 'Confratermtv ot Society: 1nv01ved Since Third ‘Orders ‘oc
U7 cupy a place of preéminence among, the canonically- estab
-..' " - lished organizations for the laity, it is perfectly understand

' able that their standards be high, ‘which indeed they are
- as anyone who seriously examines a Third Order Rule mus
" be forced to admit. . Third Order standardsfor- memnber
 ship are also regulated by the rule and spitit of the particu
. lar First Order to which they happen to be affiliated. Al
.. any rate; it is very obvious that the increase and progress o
~a particular "Thitd Order depends, as the Dominican- Rul
Pomts out; “chiefly upon the good qualrtres of thé mem
S berst
S The qualrﬁcatrons demanded of a prospectrve rnembe
A ‘of the Third Order of St. Dominic can be found in Chapte
s P . II of the Rule. They might be summarized as’gener:

should be erected Fraternities of secular priests, who, under
the direction of some Father of the Order, shall strive to
lead a more apostohc life.’2  The priest satisfies the Third .
Order Office obhgatron by the rec1tat1on of the Divine Of-

: 1Rz¢ie No. 8. 2017 czt No. 7.
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spiritual quahﬁcatrons covermg the matter of the desire’for R
petfection, perseveranice, reputation, and finally what might .~ '

Fraternities of secular priests. “In so far as possible, there . - .







S asm. that sta.rts and stops w1th amazmg rapldxty

-+ in'young or old; is what is required to face the daily prob
"', lems ‘entailed in living a life of perfection in the world

S presaoes fallure

b parthpated in by all who would- call themselves i

: 28 e jiff , fspiﬁ;'uaz“Po@e-‘r,/yom:,, R ‘Spiriz‘ziaszvwerlzowe? S

'\learn to ‘reccive beneﬁts and to acqu1re ardour in the e

Dormmcan household, it is'in order that’ When the
" moment comes’ or the - ‘occasion -presetits itself, they
_may’ communicate to others -the superabundance of |
their.own supernatural life.”8- '

..no enthusxasm at-all. The real thing, genuine enthu51asrn

“Filled with God” wxll do it; filled w1th anythmg les

. ‘zeal for the promotlon of truth” as a condition of entrance.

SPECIAL DOMINICAN QUALIFICATIONS
, Zeal for the pmmotzon of sruth. This should be a char
© - acteristic ‘of every Dominican. . It was the rulmg elemen
in St. Domlmcs life, the’ keynote of his genius. "It mus

members of the Domlmcan family for any length ‘of tlme'j
* Loyalty toward the Church and the Pope. - Traditionally.
‘the Dominican Order has been a loyal defender of the -

* followers.  The degree to which it is participated in is ‘th
. measufe of the success or failure of the Dominican voca
“tion. Tertlanes are, as Father Gillet; O.P., points out, “th
‘true collaborators of the Fnars-Preachers »7 - As Domini
- cans they must give of thexr superabundance to others. Per
haps in few places has this been so well put as in the En
cychca.l Letter of the Master General to the Thxrd Order
Tertlanes offer themselves in our sérvice with a

~zeal and a generosity that frequently astounds us-and .
that always evokes our heartfelt gratltude And yet
this genuine, deep and devoted love that they feel for

" the, Otrder does not really find expression unless Ter-
 -tiaries unite together and gather ‘along ‘with them-
' selves around the Fathers, souls of good will who shall

~ recetve through their means a stronger and a more>
-abundant spiritual life.. The perfectlon that they draw
from Dominican sources should be handed on by them.

in thexr turn; that is the point: if Tertiaries are to

always rushed to her defense in_ times of strife, conﬂ1ctl '
and heresy. In the case of the Dominican . Tettiary the
“devoted loyalty” that: the: Rule enjoins certainly should

'His Vicar but also to a more than passing knowledge and
'_d1ﬁus1on of ‘Christian "doctrine. To the excuse of msuf- ‘
ficient. knowledoe and 1nab111ty of Tertiaties to. expound‘
doctrine the Master General gave a very sharp and. succinct
-reply, “They should master the content of their Faith and
strive to give a reasonable account of it.”? o
Fmally it should be noted that all non—Cathohcs ate ex- -

. they be-in good faith. or benefactors. Likewise the general -
law, of the Church excludes those who. belong to any con- -
' demried society or who -are. notorlously under ecclésiastical. -
. 'censiire or. who;are publicly known as sinners 10

Sop cit, p--15. . L i
9.0p, cit. p. 20. E
.10 Canon' 693, No. 1. - =+, " "

) ‘7>E_ncycltmll Letter of the AIq.fter Geneml, Page 1.4.‘

It is interesting .0 note that the Rule expects a burnmgt' :

How much more must be expected of those who-have been -

Church and the Papacy. “Her champions of truth- have

extend not onlyto a vérbal:defense of Christ’s Church and -

cluded” from membership: in: the-Third Otder even though - ;. '
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to- determine. the ‘sefiousness of the candidate’s intentions..

" CuaPTER IV~
: - non-attendance at the monthly Chapter meetmg, whether
or not he is of Third Order caliber.
“In the case of private tertranes that is, those who can-
not for some special reason be enrolled in a Fraternity, this )
penod of postulancy is pethaps even more-important. This
is also true of the perlod of novitiate for private tertiaries..
_ For the private tertiary is very much on his own. He lacks
the stabilizing influence of the Fraternity members and.is
more or less cut off from directly: Dominpican “influences. -
These people. should not be rushed into the Third Order.
They, above all others, should have a thorough knowledge
and appreciation of the way, of lif¢ they are entering. ~ Cut
off ffom-constant contact with the Order, their Dominican -
training ‘must come almost entirely from a study of the
Rule and a readlng of the lives of the Dominican Saints and
other works by Dominican’ authors.  The fact that the pri-
vate tertiaries-are not in touch Wlth the Order makes them
no less Dominicans and ‘does not mean that the Order is -
any Tless mterested in them.- :

THE MAKING OF A TERTIARY

ATURALLY one does not become a Tertiary over:
night. - There are graduated steps toward the goal
- just as in the case of religious life. So, a candidate
s first a postulant, then a novice, and finally he is “pro-

" fessed. In other words very little room is left for mistakes.
* ‘With the wisdom possessed only by the Church it is quite.
"ifdeﬁmtely estabhshed whether - the Third Order member
o really belongs in this exalted state. In thxs way | the” well-
“being of both the Order and the candidate is guaranteed by
gmng both suﬂiaent tlme to know one another '

POSTULANCY

The candxdate should be examined and sub]ected as the

" Rule states, to 2. penod of. probatlon before being received
into the Third Order. ‘This is 2 time of great importance

for it allows the Director and the Council members ample -

. opportunity to study the prospective candidate. It will be”
" remembered that when Saint Catherine of Siena applied for .
- adxmssron to. the Third Order, so high were their standards.

E at that tire, that it was setiously debated as to whether or -
not she should be admitted to the Chapter at Siena. :

“'~ " \While the Rule-does not specify the length of this postu--
| lancy, nevertheless it certamly should be suﬁiaently long‘

: THE NOVITIATE : .
Receptmn into 2 Third Order Fratermty is mdde into the
hands of the. Director or his delegate. In the case of pri-:
vate tertiaries it is made into the hands of ‘any priest having -
the legitimate faculties. - The ceremony, which ‘is simple
yet 1mpressxve is catried out before the main altar of the
Church or in some other convenient Pla.ce and in the pres- ‘

' Perhaps from three ‘to 'six months mxght be sufficient-time. .
- to make ¢his ;udgrnent In this way it can be determined R
. from the candidate’s general attitude, by his’ attendance of o
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: PROFESSION ' . y
K “At the end of the year of probatron or even

, cordlng to’ the prudent ]udgment of anyone having legr

" nate facultres3 This. professron unlike that of. religio
S 'professron is not a vow:’ It is, however, a formal prom
- ‘made to God to live accordingto the Rule of the Third
©Order- “‘until ‘death.” - Such 4 promise is not to: be tak
o lightly. “Until death” means - precisely that. ~As Fatheq

- Joret remarks: “‘One does: not leave a fraternrty as o

- might cease’ to. attend 2 salon.”* So high. was Bles

" Ossana ‘of ‘Mantua’s conception of tertiary profession th:
after being received as a novice she deferred rnakrng h

: . profession for forty years.
S The Rule now becomies a lifetime- preoccupatron of
_tertiary. It does not oblige under pain of sin, except

. the:case of those precepts that are of 'divine or ecclesrastr

: origin. It does however bind the tertlary to the pen
. fixed by the law or by the Prelate or Director.5 - In" oth
“words if the tertiary offends against some precept of
"Rule the Director may impose a penance” and the. terti
"is bound to accept it. This concept of the Rule was fix
fby St. Domrnrc h1rnself at the Chapter at Bologna ‘for

2 Rule No. 22.

3 cf."Rule No. 23.
4Dommzmn Life by F. D. ]oret O.p.: London Sands &.
p. 31.. .

5cf Rule No. 71.

<
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consolatron of the trmorous as  he put. it.
the. Dormmcan idea in this matter has been extended by
the law. of the Church' to all rehglous farmhes vrnd1cat1ng
the wisdom ‘of Dominic’s concept of a- rehgrous rule.

- The professron ceremony is very similar to’ receptxon
The essential part of the ceremony takes place. when - the
novice, kneeling at the feet of the Dlrector holdmg in one
hand a lighted candle and in the other the Book ‘of the
Rule, reads aloud the formula of profe551on ' :

- “To the honor of. Alrmghty God, Father, Son and
Holy Ghost, and. of the Blessed Virgin Mary, ‘and
~ Blessed Domrnrc I, Brother ;-before
you,, Father D1rector and before
~ you - Pnor of the Fraternity of ‘the .
Otder of Penance of Blessed Dominic of this place,
_——;— who hold the place of the’ Master,
- General of the Order of Friars Preachers; ‘'do+ make‘
- professwn that it is my will to I1ve henceforth accord-
-ing to the Rule and form of the Brothers and Sisters .
_of ‘the :same: Order of Penance of Blessed Dommmr
untrl dea -

The Te Deum is chanted and after a prayer of r.hanks-

giving and one beseeching- God that the lives of the ter-
tiaries “‘may so agree: with the name of penance that their
professions may be always manifest. in their work,” the
ceremony rapidly moves to-a close..
ceremony comes to an end

-

Smce that time:

Sprinkling the newly |
professed with ‘holy water the priest blesses h1rn and the -





















- CHAPTER VII

THE MASS IN THE LIFE OF THE TERTIARY

HE SAINTLY Pope Pus X IN His Motu Proprio,

said: “The primary and indispensable source of the

true Christian spirit is the active participation of the
faithful in the Holy Mysteries and in the public and solemn
prayer of the Church.” These words of the late Pontiff
explain more than one thing in the Dominican ideal as
elaborated by St. Dominic so many centuries ago. They
explain, for example, St. Dominic’s insistence on the im-
portant part that the liturgy should play in the lives of his
spiritual children. In spite of the tremendous activity that
he demanded of his followers he always insisted that it be
counterbalanced, as it were, by liturgical prayer. It is re
lated of St. Dominic that so great was his devotion whil
celebrating the Adorable Sactifice of the Mass that he used
to shed copious tears from the Consecration to the Com
munion. This love for the liturgy he instilled in his fol
lowers so that many of them, particularly the saints an
blesseds of his Order, have been especially noted for thei
love of the liturgy and devotion to the Holy Eucharist. St
Vincent Ferrer, St. Thomas Aquinas, Blessed Marcolin
are just a few. A study of the lives of the early brethre

1 Nov. 22, 1903.
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shows very clearly their eagerness not only to celebrate
Mass but also to serve Mass. As Gerard de Frachet puts
it: “Everyone sought the honor of serving the celebrant.”
St. Thomas was in the habit of making his thanksgiving by
serving another Mass. ‘

It is not at all surprising, then, to find the Third Order
Rule legislating regarding the Eucharistic life of its mem-
bers. This particular section reads:

“Tertiaties should approach the Sacraments of Penance
~ and the Holy Eucharist at least twice a2 month unless
legitimately hindered. If they wish to be refreshed
more frequently, even every day, by the Most Holy
Body of Christ, their devotion is to be commended.
Tertiaries should make an effort to be present, as far
as they are able, at the daily Sacrifice of the Mass and
to follow the priest with devout attention during the
course of the Mass.”?
A short examination of these two Rules should give a fairly
accurate picture of the Order’s mind, as well as that of the
Church, in regard to the Eucharistic life of the tertiary.
It should be noted that the Rule suggests, as a minimum,
the bi-monthly reception of the Sacraments of Penance and
the Holy Eucharist. Howevet, it vety clearly commends a

- more frequent, even daily, reception of Holy Communion.

Certainly a tertiary who understands the great privilege of

- receiving the Body and Blood of Christ would be more than

anxious to avail himself of this privilege every day. Since

- lovers seek union then naturally the lover of the Eucharist

seeks union with the Divine Lover. And when this can be

2 Rule, Nos. 32, 33.
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" The tertlary should know too (as mdeed every. Ca
should know)' the various parts of the Mass, their h:

. and the1r relative .importance. He ‘should know tha

© .~ Mass is not rnerely an expression of his own' private
tion but that it is the supreme public act of Worsh1p o
by a Iegmmately constituted minister who acts, s the
ent Pope Pius XII pomted out in his Encychcal o
: Mystical Body, - ‘in the person not only ‘of Our Saviou
.. of 'the whole Mystical Body and of everyone"of. the

" ful.”* Not only that, but he should also come'to’ ‘real;
‘the very depths of his.being that he, a' “simple: Domi
tertiary, is offered along with Christ fo z‘be Heavenly E

' As the sane Encyclical expressés it **. . . He (Christ)
- not.only Himself as Head of the Church to the hea
Father; but His mystical members as well. - He embs
‘them all, even the weak and a1hng ones, in the tende
love of His Heart.”s Great profound truths are co
in these last two quotations.of Pope Pius XII. They's
be meditated upon and studied by all. A practical way
'undetstandmg Mass is to follow it in the Missal wh :
very words that the prlest reads can be followed byt
L falthful ‘ ‘

nn spmt HIS words are deﬁmte and mcontroveruble B0

s 2 spectator He should not watch Mass. Plus X saxd
Do not pray during Mass, but pray the' Mass.”
L A very practical way of carrying out the recerit Pontiff's

g the' Solemn High Mass.or Missz Cantatd. .This, of.
burse, would be ideal; but it is not always either’ pracucal
r possible. - Conséquently. by way of preparing for 4 more.
itive - patticipation on the part of the people certain priests,

Wissa Recitata, also populatly called the Dialogue Mass; in:
fhich the people respond along with the servers at the
w Mass. The Sacred: Congregation of Rites granted the
al Ordinaries “the full right prudently to. regulate thle
b of Liturgical piety.”s \ .
There is 2 possibility then that certam Chapters of the

n for the Dlalogue Mass either occasionally or -even at -
peir monthly meeting. Other groups that have had ex-
pricnce in this matter are” almost unanimous in agreeing
t where the Dialogue Mass is done well it very definitely
1ngs about  the sense of- active participation so ardently”
sired by the teachmg Church

ACTIVE PARTICIPA’I‘ION SRS

It-will be remembered that Pope Pius X 1n51sted o
active participation of the faithful in'the Mass. Moreg
he insisted that in this active participation is to be fo
‘ ”the przmary and the indispensable source of the true Ch :

i

A PRACTICAL SUGGESTION

Study clubs and d1scussmn ‘groups might well be the .
plution' to a more active patticipation of the tertlary in the

' 4Encychcal Letter Myma Car[mm', Pope Pins XII (NC
7 edit. p. 50).
‘ 5017 ¢it, pp 50, 51.

 Decree No: 4, 365,

The Mass'is fiot. something ‘that the tertiary should attend,,"

hortatxon for active partlapatlon of the fa1thful in Mass-_ o ’
ould be where the entire congregatlon would join in'sing- = .

1th the permlssxon of their bishops; have introduced the = -~ ‘,

hird Order might, through their director, ‘obtain permis- g
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Mass. This is said with some reservation. A study
or a discussion group on the Mass can be very interes
or vety boring, depending, in great part, upon the man
of presentation. It must be conducted in a thf)rolug.h
teresting, and popular manner; otherwise it will fail.
small group is definitely to be preferred to a large one
can be held in private homes, in the chutch basemen
even in a convenient downtown library or bookstore.

The so-called “Dry Mass” where the priest leader
trates the Mass by going through and explaining the e
Mass from the vesting to the conclusion is extremely p
lar with the people. Instruction in the use of the
is also always appreciated as well as neceded.

Finally the Third Order Chapter might very wel.l
these study and discussion groups a patt of their @
apostolic program. Instead of just having them for b
own instruction they might be able to throw them open
the general public and thereby bring more and ‘more peo
to the intelligent and active participation in the -Sa¢
Mysteries so ardently desired by the Church in our day.:

CHAPTER VIII

THE RECITATION OF THE OFFICE

HE HoLy SACRIFICE OF THE Mass and the Divine

Office are closely related. In religious houses, quite

fittingly, the entire Office is recited round about the
altar where the Adorable Sacrifice is daily offered. Indeed,
the Office might be viewed as the framework for the Mass.
The canonical hours of Matins, Lauds, Prime, and Terce
lead up to and prepare the soul for Mass. Sext, None,
Vespers, and Compline extend the Mass throughout the
remainder of the day and on into the night. The Domini-
can tertiary, while not reciting the Divine Office, should,
nevertheless, in the recitation of his own Office, strive to
appreciate this close connection between the Mass and the
Office. 'This is not something purely arbitrary. = There is a
sound historical basis for connecting the Divine Office and
the so-called Little Office of the Blessed Vitgin and there-
fore also for connecting the Mass and the Little Office.

In the last half of the Seventh Century there was added
to the Divine Office the practice of reciting the Little Ofhice
of the Blessed Virgin. The early Dominicans, both priests
and sisters, followed this general practice. Blessed Hum-
bert of the Romans tells us that Saint Dominic himself
ruled that, because of the great need for more study time,
Matins of Our Lady’s Office should be recited by the breth-
ren while they were dressing.

With the increase of apostolic work and the need for
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ignores the basic notion that a Third Order is a way of life
it also fails to understand that the five decades of the Ro
sary is just an alternative to be used when one is hindere
from saying either the Pater Noster Office, the Little Offic
of the Blessed Virgin, or the entire Rosary. The Third
Order must never become a haven for people interested:
solely in spiritual bargain-hunting. It is a way of lif
" designed by the Church for those interested in the max
mum in things spiritual, not the minimum.

WHEN SHOULD THE OFFICE BE RECITED?

Since there is also some confusion among tertiaries as

to the time when the various hours of the Office should )
recited, the following table might be helpful:

Matins :

Lauds the preceding evening or in the morning
K Prime

Terce .

Sext before mid-day

None

Vespers
Compline

1t should be noted, however, that actually the Office, or
any part of it, may be said, as the Rule explicitly notes, “at
any hour of the day provided the regular order of hours is
observed.”? The words of the Office should be pronounced
with the lips. However, it is not necessary to read the

before the end of the day

2 op. cit. No. 29.
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words aloud. It might also be noted that, from a practi-
cal point of view, one hour of the Office recited by the ter-
tiary with digpity, attention, and devotion would be ob-
viously better than several hours just hurried through in
order to say that the obligation has been fulfilled.

TERTIARY PRIESTS AND THE OFFICE

The recitation of the Divine Office by priest tertiaries ot
teritiaties in major orders satisfies the Office obligation.
They should, however, recite every day the Responsoty O
Spem Miram with its versicle and prayer in honor of St.
Dominic.

Teftiary priests may obtain permission to use the Do-
minican Breviary and Missal according to the calendar of
the Order. This permission should be sought from the
Master General whose headquarters are at Rome.

GROUP RECITATION

Tertiaries generally recite the Office privately. On cer-
tain occasions, however, for example, at the monthly meet-
ings, they can and do recite at least part of the Office in
group. On these occasions they should be most careful to
carry out the ritual and rubrics of the Office as best they
can. The priest director should instruct them in this mat-
ter, see that they make the pauses in the middle of the
psalms, maintain the tone, carry out the various inclina-
tions. The leader of the Office (hebdomedarian), those
who give out the versicles (versicularians), and the can-
‘tors should be trained to fulfill asaccurately and as per-
fectly as possible their various functions. Nothing is toco
good for the praise of God, and St. Dominic himself, who
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every order, the Dominican Order secks the petfection of
cach one of its members. In seeking this perfection the
Dominican goes by way of contemplation. He must ac-
centuate the truth in everything he does. Trath is the
motto emblazoned on the shield of his order. It must also
be emblazoned on the Dominican soul. Every night St.
Dominic is hailed by his brethren in the hymn O Lumen
as “Light of the Church, Doctor of truth,” St. Thoma
Aquinas said: “Our Spirit must strive unceasingly to know
God more and more.””®
The means that St. Dominic left at the disposal of all |
Dominicans for the attainment of truth were, principally
choral prayer and, above all, religious study. It is chiefly
through these means that a Dominican is to reach his goal:
—the contemplation and the apostolate to which his life.
must be dedicated. This is true even for simple tertiaties. -
As Father Joret remarks: “Even simple Tertiaries should
be relatively better instricted and more intellectual thans
other Christians, and assuredly no Dominican soul worthy
of the name will ever prefer sentimental dreams to the cer-
tainty of Faith.”¢ As we have noted before, the Master
General, in his encyclical letter to the tertiaries, refused to
take as an excuse an insufficient amount of religious instruc-
tion on the part of Dominican tertiaries. The Rule itself in
treating of this point says: “...he should be filled with a
butning zeal for the promotion of truth and should be
characterized by devoted loyalty toward the Church and

the Pope.”?

5 De Trinitate, 11, 1, ad. 7.
6 Dominican Life by F. D. Joret, O.P., p. 90-91.
7 Rule, No. 8.
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When a postulant enters the Third Order all these things
should be made clear to him. Of course, it will take time
to convey the Dominican spirit but the ideas and ideals can
be presented gradually. It is the task of the priest director
and the novice master to instruct all new members not only
in the Rule but also in the life of St. Dominic and the
spirit that is behind his way of life.
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ing into religion (whether in the convent of in the secular
Third Order) does psecisely this. ‘There is a change of
heart, a turning away from the inordinate love of the world,
its vanities and empty pleasures, and a turning to God and
the things of God. Sometimes a Third Order is refetred
to as “the Order of the Change of Heart.”

It is no small thing to be a tertiary. Indeed it is a great
honor and a privilege. The late Pope Pius XI in his
Aracoel; address indicated in no uncertain words the dig-
nity of the tertiary vocation and way of life:

o

CHAPTER X

AN ORDER OF PENANCE

roM Its VERY BEGINNING SAINT DoMINIC's ORD
attracted great numbers of penitents. These p
ple bad been searching in vain for spiritual helf
and immediately sensed in this new Order that spirit o
unworldliness they had been seeking. As we have men
tioned before, it was the Master General, Munio d
Zamora, who in 1285 gave these sincere layfolk a definit
Rule of Life suited to their needs and safeguarded by th
prudent and ever watchful eye of the Church. It is signi
cant that the full title of the Third Order is “The Thit

Order of Penance of St. Dominic.”

“An assembly of Tertiaries would always and under
all circumstances be particularly affecting to our heart
because of what your profession as Tertiaries implies
and proclaims.

“It proclaims the dawn and realization of a thing
most beautiful in itself and most welcome to the heart
of God, something that is a supreme blessing to poot
mankind, something which has a prominent place in
the designs of God, something allied in every way
with the inestimable attainments of the religious orders
in the world and in the Church. . . .”?

A tertiary is good insofar as his change of heart has been
complete and lasting. The real test of the tertiary’s profes-
sion could be found in the answer to two simple, yet all
embracing, questions. “How much have I detached myself
from the things and the spirit of the world?” and “How
closely have I attached myself to God?” This last, of
course, is the more important of the two.

From this it follows that the life of penance enjoined for

Basic MEANING OF PENANCE

In his splendid Encyclical, the Most Reverend Stani
laus Gillet, O.P., in commenting on Munio de Zamora
concept of the Third Order as a religious life lived in th
world says, . . . when one receives a call into the Thi
Order, one spiritually abandons the world.”*  The ve
word “Penance” in the title of the Third Order impli
2 turning away from the world ( aversio a mundo) and
conversion to God (conversio ad Denm). A person ent

1 Encyclical Letter to the Members of the Secular Third Or 2 Pope Pius XI in an address, Noz ¢ piccolo (Feb. 26, 1923).

of Si. Dominic (1933) p. 13.














































